I/WE CLAIM: 



1 . A method of conducting commerce with a server over the Internet 
comprising: 

receiving a request for a web page from a consumer; 
transmitting the web page over the Internet from the server to the 
consumer; 

prompting for information from the consumer through the web 

page; 

assigning variables with variable names to the information; 
incorporating XML path information into the variable names; 
submitting the variables to the server; 
reading the information from the variables; 

placing the information in an XML type format based on the XML 
path information; and 

creating another web page for the consumer. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the variables are 
transmitted in a universal resource locator. 

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein any extra information in 
the universal resource locator is ignored by the web server. 

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the variables are 
transmitted in hidden HTML form fields. 

5. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the variables are 
transmitted by cookies. 



25 



6. An apparatus for conducting commerce over the Internet 
comprising: 

a web server for producing a web page having variables therein 
that incorporate data said variables having variable names that 
incorporate XML path information; 

client software for displaying the web page; and 

a connection formed over the Internet for transmitting the web page 
from the server to the client software and the variables and variable 
names from the client software to the server, said server further including 
a database for storing the data in an XML type format based on the XML 
path information whereby said server creates another web page for the 
client software based on the data in the XML type format. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the connection 
including means for transmitting the variables in a universal resource 
locator. 

8. The apparatus according to claim7, wherein the web server 
includes means for ignoring any information found in the universal 
resource locator other than the data and XML path information. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the web page further 
includes hidden HTML form fields for transmitting the data and XML 
path information over the connection. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the web page further 
includes cookies for transmitting the data and XML path information over 
the connection. 
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11. A method of conducting commerce over the Internet comprising 
the steps of: 

creating a first web page that presents a form for a customer to 
input information; 

assigning variables to information inputted by the customer, each 
variable having a name that indicates how the information is to be stored; 

transferring the variables to a central location; 

collecting the variables and storing the information in a database 
according to the name of each said variable; and 

creating a second web page based on the database and a template. 

12. A software program residing on a web server that is easily adapted 
to many different types of Electronic commerce stores comprising: 

means for creating a web page readable by a web browser, said 
web page including a form for a customer to input information; 
means for assigning variables to the input information; and 
means for naming the variables based on how the variable 
information is to be stored in XML format. 
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